NEW YORK TIMES
DECEMBER 12, 2003

NEXT WAVE FESTIVAL REVIEW

For Those Daring Young Men

‘] n Thezr F lymg Machmes

By JACK ANDERSON .

1» On Dec. 17 1903 Wilbur and Or-_
ville Wright, who'’ were natives of
- Ohio, first took flight in a machine. of
thelr invention; On Tuesday night-the
Dayton Contemporary Dance Com-
.pany, -one of .Ohio’s tinest - dance -
troupes, landed .-at ‘the Brooklyn
Academy of Music as the. final at-

traction of This years Next- Wave-j

Festival.

- The program at the Harvey Thea- -

ter was the first of two that consti-

tute “The Flight Project.” It honored -

.the erght brothers’ achlevements
but not in any literal way. The com-
pany, which is directed by Kevin

. Ward, asked six choreographers to '

stage works on the theme of flight.

.The three shown on Tuesday will be o
" repeated tomorrow. The. others w1ll o

be offered tonight.

.. The dances.on Tuesday-remamed.
_open to many. mterpretatlons Yet

‘the: choreographers also. provxded

.program notes -in which. they com-

‘mented on thelr sources of 1nsp1ra-
“tion.

- Comparing what one saw onstage .
“with what one read on the page em-

- phasized how rich in thematlc 1rnph-
‘cations dance can be. '

‘It was possible to liken Damel:

Marshall and Alvm Rangel,. “who
~danced together at thestart of Bill T.
JJones’s ‘‘and before:
‘Wright brothers. Moving c'onfident_ly,'
they scribbled invisible messages on -
-the air, as.if preparing-scien'tific dia-
grams

But M. Jones avoided specxflc bio- -

“graphical details in this work to re-
‘corded violin music by Bach. Thé two
-Soloists were joined by Monnette
Bariel, Queala Clancy, Veronica
‘“Moorhead -and Julius’ Brewster Jr.,
~who took bold steps and poihted up-
~ward whilé Robert Wierzel’s lighting
cauised their shadows.to loom with'
grandeur on the backcloth.

' These people were surely idealists -

embarking upon a mighty project.
Mr. Jones’s” program note called.
them “a community of people who™
are on the verge of something.”
- Mr. Jones’s chereography was al-
| 'ways taut. The other works were
i more diffuse and could have benefit-
! ed from tightening. Yet each also had
! fine chereographic ideas. )
- In her program note for “Euryd-
ice’s Flight,” Jawole Willa Jo Zollar

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST!

” 1o ‘the -

" Garcia Cruz;. G.D. Harris, Herschel

A .
indicated that she took . am xdlosyn- S
- cratic -view of the.Greek myth ‘that
tells how Orpheus rescued his- be-~
loved Eurydice from the underworld
only to lose her at last..-

Sheri Williams and Mr Rangel
who corresponded to: Eurydlce ‘and;,
Orpheus in"'this piece to music. by
Miles Davis, were f1rst seen in pas-
sxonate embraces. - '_

But their:, umty dlssolved a;

"sesswe “and even abusxve

lover
while Ms.: Wllhams pulled rebeéllious- 5

ly away. ~
: She fled mto a dlmness filled with
_squxrmmg shapes sand. Scott ‘Bor=,

mdependence g

" A spirit of camaraderle
ery dominated “On the ng f A
-gels r by Warren Spears, an’Ame
can choreographer who work i
Copenhagen for many years and who_ R
" was knighted this- year by th queen -,
of Denmark.; - BT

. The. piece, to music by Jo R
‘ams and Steve Reich, showed . off
“seven fine male dancers: Ricardo.J.

Deondre Horner 117, Wllham McClel— .
lan Jr., Mr. Brewster, Mr. Marshall oo
and Mr. Rangel. ' .- R
The .men marched, saluted hfted.

one another and dividedinto pairs,as - - .
if* symbohzmg pilots and. co-pilots.” i
.The always brisk choreography be- . C 2
came increasingly energetic and, fi- :
- nally, the dancers leaped thraugh the

air like men with a mission. It was no

surprise to read in the program note .
that the piece honored the Tuskegee - !
Airmen, a group of African-Ameri- .
can pilots who served m World War
1L .







